824

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLKRS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Ronoreble Osorge N, “heppard
Conptroller of rublis Adoounts
Austin, Texss

Dear 3ir: ' Opinion Xo. 0-6786
Re: the Cemptroller of
‘ublie Aseowfts poss for

for the purphabs of not.ry
acal ad oLbex e ulrment

Your recuest for «n ¢
Tesds se follows:

for the \p
T\ ether\sax
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seals and asny
ary to perfora the
blic.”

% o 0=8837, dated June 83, 1945,
ddrosac the able (eadver H. Baker, Chairmen,
Sthd\Bourd ntrol, we held that the payment of dond-

tion 51, of our Constitution which prohibits
rgztron aak ing grants of public moneys to in-
divi wus there pointed out that @ pnotary public
is & puﬁlin orricer and cherged with ocertuin ststutory
duties, 7ven though s notsry be exployed by ths State and
bis services utilized prinoipally in ecanectiocn with State
business, it wes our view that 2s s publio officer sush.a’

l::é:ota fes pudblio by the Stete would e¢ontravene
tha I
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notary oould still exsroise his noteriel funotions for his
own private gein acoording to the provisions of law under
whioh he qualiried. We also took note of the fact that all
State departments in carrying out their functions have a
keen need for this type of service for whioch no provision
has deen made,

In your request you preseant & question whioh is
Teadily distinguishadle rrom that involving a notary bdbond,
You have asked sbout the authority of the Stete to pay for
the purehase of notary seals and other eguipment necessary
to perform the duties of s notary publie, Assuming that s
proper appropristion provision exisss authorising the pay-
ment of such expense, we 83e¢ no legal odjeotion to the pay-
mént of these items provided they ars t0 be tised exclusively
of gtate's dusiness, Unlike the notary bond situation, the
ecuipmens incuired about can be retained in the exelusive
possession of the State end its use restricted té State's
business only. JIf we are oorrect in our assumption made
above, we think you would be authoriged to pass for pay-
ment the ascounts in question, -

Yery truly yours
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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Eugene Alvis
Assistant
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